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There is a relatively small segment of leaders in the business world; in-

dividuals who seem able to build relationships, trust, and rapport with 

almost anyone, and then are able to broker the relationships and make 

connections between people. Sergio Sanchez is one of those people. A 

professional entrepreneur, a visionary with more than 19 years experi-

ence with a record of success in the purchase, sales, management and 

marketing of United States 

paper money at the re-

gional, na- tional and 

international level. 

A creative p r o b l e m 

solver with the ability to 

drive revenue growth, re-

solve conflict, improve mo-

rale and con- sistently ex-

ceed profit goals. From 

an avid and pas s i ona t e 

collector of US coins since the young age of eight years old, to the 

founder and CEO of Numismatists Financial Group, Inc. Sergio Sanchez, 

Jr. Currency specializes in U.S. large and small size paper money. We 

buy, sell, service want lists and give free appraisals. 

BOURSE SPONSOR TABLE #400 
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Buy Low, 
Sell High: 
A Historical Review  

“Buy low, sell high” is 

probably the single most 

used phrase when 

discussing how to invest 

money and make a profit.  

If only it were that simple, 

how do you know what low 

is and what high is? The 

answer requires some 

historical prospective. 

 
Is gold at a low?  If we look at gold 

over the last five years, the high has 

been $1382 an ounce. The low has been 

$1050 an ounce. So, does that mean 

the current price of gold ($1202 an 

ounce at 3:02pm PST on October 5th) 

is at a low point?  Maybe but some 

might say it’s just in the middle of a 

trading range. Looking back 10 years 

we find the high around $1900 but the 

low at $709 which still puts us 

somewhere in the middle of a trading 

range. Buy low, sell high? Knowing 
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Humble Opinion   By Joe Cavallaro…..…...… 19 
The Vegas Show   |  November 16-18, 2018  

Bourse Map ……………………...……..... 16 

Dealer Directory  …….………………..…  13 
Schedule of Events ………………….…. 11 

 CONTENTS 



 

4                Las Vegas Coin Journal     |     CKShows.com     |    November 2018 

 

these things, is gold at a low? I read 

recently that the price of gold in 1792 

was $19.39 an ounce. But I don’t find 

that information particularly 

useful either. 

Applying a little bit of 

economic analysis, namely the 

Law of Supply and Demand, 

should allow for a better 

prediction (some people refer to 

those as guesses). For all practical 

purposes the supply of gold is 

known. Demand of gold tends to 

rise (therefore the price) with the 

increase in fear of economic 

instability, war, inflation or 

interruption of the world energy 

supply.  Significant changes in the 

world food supply can also cause 

movement in the price.  In short, 

fear is the major driver of the 

demand for gold. 

The Good News   
Recent changes in the tax law 

and the regulatory environment in 

United States is finally causing the 

economy to move forward. A 

growing economy will usually lead 

to some inflation.  As the US 

economy grows so will China and 

Europe. The US/China trade war will 

not likely have any long-term effect on 

“Not that many years ago

gold hit $1900 an ounce, because there 

was real fear that the United States and 

its European allies might be on the 

brink some form of economic collapse.  

Indeed, real depression was narrowly 

averted, unfortunately by

Printing  more money

and creating more

debt” 
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the price of gold. In the end, China will 

capitulate. They have no choice.  

Even if the Democrats assume 

control of the both house of congress in 

the upcoming US elections, they will be 

so busy trying to impeach the president 

nothing will get accomplished.  

However, since tax and regulatory 

changes required for growth have 

already been made, growth should 

continue in the US.  The political 

directions of both China and Europe 

seems to be settled for the foreseeable 

future.  

The Korean threat seems to have 

also calmed, assuming you believe it 

was a serious worldwide threat in the 

first place. The Middle East is always 

something less than Andy & Barney in 

Mayberry. For the moment though, 

there appears to be no serious threat to 

the world oil supply or war.  

Additionally, the US is now the 

largest exporter of oil, and possesses a 

100-year supply of natural gas. Our 

military is being strengthened which 

should insure we can defend ourselves 

and our allies. 

The United States is and has been 

for some 50 years the largest producers 

of food in the world. And unlike any 

other nation we do it with 3% of our 

population. Of course, no one can 

control the weather. 

The Bad News 
World debt continues to rise. The 

pace in the US may be slowing a little, 

but we won’t know how much until we 

see the increase in total government 

collections due to the improving 

economy. Whether or not the US 

has the stomach for cutting or 

reducing the growth of total 

expenditures remains to be seen.  

Debt in most of the EU is still at or 

near crisis level. 

  Although some of the nations 

have reduced the growth of 

expenditures and European 

economies are improving any 

significant economic downturn 

could return the EU to full crisis. 

The same can probably be said for 

the US as well. China reports it 

debt as only 45% of its GDP, 

however in does not include the 

debt from its state-owned 

business, private banking sector, 

various state enterprises, pension 

liabilities or the debts of Hong 

Kong and Macau, all of which it is 

liable for.  Most experts agree that 

to get an accurate picture of the 

actual debt levels of the Chinese 

government you should multiply 

their reported number by a factor 

“Not that many years ago 

gold hit $1900 an ounce, because there 

that the United States and 

its European allies might be on the 

brink some form of economic collapse.  

Indeed, real depression was narrowly 

averted, unfortunately by 

Printing  more money 

and creating more 
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CK Shows Participating 

NSDRT Members 

John Highfill 

Allen Rowe 

Jack Beymer 

Don Ketterling 

Coleman Foster 

Jack Copeland 

Curt Mease 

Silvano DiGenova 

Mike Faraone 

Jeff Oxman 

Mark Witkower 

Don Kagin 

Bob Higgins 

Bob Paul 

Steven Higgins 

Will Rossman 

Bobby Avena 

Gus Tiso 

Jim Curtis 

Bruce Braga 

Jeff Wuller 

James Sego 

Marlene Highfill 

James Curtis 

Kris Oyster 

Brian Fazio 

 For More Info Visit NationalSilverDollarRoundtable.org or call 918-254-8931 

National 
Silver Dollar 
Roundtable 
The National Silver Dollar 
Roundtable, a non-profit 
educational organization, 
invites and welcomes to 
membership all worthy 
persons eighteen years of 
age and older. 

The NSDR is dedicated to 
promoting United States 
silver dollars. The objective of 
the organization is to 
advance the knowledge of 
numismatics, especially for 
U.S. silver dollars, along 
educational, historical and 
scientific lines. 

NSDR assists in bringing 
about cooperation among all 
persons interested in 
collecting, buying, selling, 
grading, exhibiting and 
preserving U.S. silver dollars, 
through educational forums, 
social meetings, written 
articles, newsletters and 
other publications of interest. 

Our educational programs 
have, featured the most 
respected names in 
numismatics. 
 
We are proud of our 
members and recommend 
them all to you.  Remember, 
when it comes to collecting 
Silver Dollars, don’t just call 
any coin dealer, consult a 
NSDR Silver Dollar Specialist 
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of at least three. In summary, the 

world is awash in DEBT. Any other 

significant economic downturn in any 

of the world’s largest economies could 

trigger an even bigger crisis than we 

saw in 2008. 

Conclusion 
The United States, Europe, China 

and virtually all countries issue 

currency not backed by any 

commodity or hard asset. This is the 

textbook definition of a fiat currency. 

So almost the entire world is printing 

fiat currency, paper without any real 

value. Creating this unlimited supply 

of money insures that the purchasing 

power of that money will decrease. In 

other words, it guarantees long term 

inflation, unless the world can begin to 

control its debt.  

The world’s major economies are 

inex t r ica b ly  l ink ed  t o get h er . 

Switzerland, not by law, but by policy, 

insures that its currency is backed by 

approximately 15% gold. If they cannot 

acquire more gold, they do not print 

more money, or more to the point, 

they DO NOT spend more.  Even 

though their gold only represents 15% 

of their money, on a comparative basis 

it may well be the most stable currency 

in the world. 

 This “guaranteed inflation” 

means that gold, when taking a long 

view should probably be a part of 

everyone’s portfolio. Gold has been 

everyone’s money for at least 5000 

years.  It should be noted that since 

the Romans first created a fiat 

currency over 2000 years ago, not a 

single fiat currency survived the test of 

time. 

Not that many years ago gold hit 

$1900 an ounce, because there was 

real fear that the United States and its 

European allies might be on the brink 

some form of economic collapse.  

Indeed, real depression was narrowly 

averted, unfortunately by printing 

more money and creating more debt.  

After its peak in the early 1980’s 

of $800+ an ounce, a great many 

people began to acquire gold during 

the second half of the 1980’s, 90’s and 

early 2000’s, at relatively low prices.  

During that time analysts would often 

predict that gold could double its 

previous high of $800+. Although gold 

is not at its all-time high is it so 

implausible to assume gold may 

double a previous high again? Maybe 

buying now is BUYING LOW.   
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Coins in Movies Part 1

Long before I saw my first coin, I 
read about it in a story and then they 
made it into a movie.  Being a founding 
member of the TV generation, I’m sure 
I saw more small screens than big 
screens, unlike my parents, but both of 
our generations were mesmerized by a 
good yarn.  My first take on the subject 
was Scrooge McDuck in a room full of 
gold coins throwing them up and down 
in a fit of glee while his conniving 
nephews tried to get their hands on 
them. I think I first saw a silver dollar 
in a western movie with hardened 
gamblers clutching their cards, sitting 
around a saloon table stacked with 
piles of dollars and large notes. 
Another Western paints the tale of a 
silver dollar in the cowboy’s pocket 
taking the brunt of a bullet and saving 
his life.  Right there, I knew I had to 
have one of my very own. 

And we can’t forget pirate treasure. 
Who doesn’t love treasure? We grew up 
cheering to find it, save it, hide it and 
keep in it in movies, like The Treasure 
of Sierra Madre, Treasure Island and 
the Three Musketeers. Pirates booty 
stolen from kings and queens has 

served as the heart of many exciting 
escapades and later converted to the 
silver screen.  How many Spanish cut 
cobb seekers were created in that 
moment? 

The great part about movie scripts 
was that they drew stories from history 
and mythology, however loosely, and as 
kids we learned about coins buried 
with dead Egyptians and Greek burials.  
We gained intimate knowledge how 
you must put money on grandpa’s 
eyelids so he could give the ferryman of 
Hades, Charon, the toll to cross the 
river Styx to his new home or else be 
left in no man’s land forever.  How 
many ancient coin collectors were born 
by watching or reading stories like 
these? 

The Picture of Dorian Gray.  Etched 

in my mind is the figure of Dorian Gray 
looking at his coin collection while 
someone he had ruined their life was 
pleading with him to soften his cruel 
heart. Meanwhile he’s pulling his 
magnifying glass out and looking 
vaguely annoyed they were interrupting 
his examination of his excellent British 
copper collection with their sad story. I 
love the magnificent mahogany 
cabinets his collections lived in. 

A Simple Twist Of Fate.  This flick 

offers a great reprise of a book I read in 

 

Numismatic  
Star Power: 
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7th grade, Silas Mariner. Steve Martin 
plays a miser who loses everything 
only to find meaning when an 
orphaned child of a drug addict dies in 
the snow outside his 
house and wanders in.  
There are numerous coin 
references in it and his 
gold coin collecting is a 
major part of the final plot 
twist. Noteworthy are 
references to early 
internet coin shopping, 
saving on taxes by buying 
from out-of-state and 
other things pertinent to 
today's numismatist. His 
neighbor wants to sell him 
Walking Liberty half 
dollars, but he is only 
interested in gold, mostly 
$20 Saint Gauden’s.  In 
character for any miser worth his salt, 
he frequently takes out his coins and 
plays with them. A Simple Twist of fate 
is a nice coin collector movie and a 
great redemption story. 

Titanic.  Rose gives Jack a dime to 

do his drawing of her, the camera 
zooms in to reveal a Barber dime.  

Mission Impossible, Series. 
Martin Landau had cuff links set with 
3 cent pieces. They were nickel because 
the III was showing.  An episode of 
Monk involved the theft of some 

double stamped pennies from the 
mint, which was set to be destroyed 
and Bones star found a 1943 copper 

penny in a dead man’s pocket.  Cool, 
huh?  In Batman, the character Two 

Face uses a double-sided Peace dollar.  
In the 70’s, the detective series Vegas 

develops an episode starring an 1895 
Morgan and 1943 copper cent, both 
with no protective holders! 

Dennis the Menace. This clever 

movie features all the characters from 
the long-running comic strip character 
using Dennis (Mason Gamble) and Mr. 
George Wilson (Walter Matthau).  
When Dennis’ parents go on a business 
trip, Mrs. Wilson becomes the only 
babysitter willing to watch over the 
Menace. While Dennis spends his days 
at the Wilson’s house, he learns of Mr. 
Wilson’s coin collection. Of course, Mr 
Wilson has a coin collection! 

Switchblade Sam 
(Christopher Lloyd), steals 
the coins, along with 
Dennis, much to his 
regret.  Dennis uses his 
slingshot to capture the 
thief and Mr. Wilson’s 
gold.  
A recent TV series 
Blacklist spun a fabulous 

coin story when its 
main character 
Kensington, traded his 
1943 penny for Winston 
Churchill‘s top hat. 
The Brasher Doubloon. A 

“nois” Phillip Marlowe 
movie called based on the novel The 
High Window by Raymond Chandler. 
Sets the scene with a great coin cabinet 
built into a walk-in safe and has lots of 
references to coins. You get to see a 
mule, a Morgan dollar and more. It’s 
satisfying when a good majority of the 
movie has some talk about coins. 

Hawaii Five O. This episode titled 

The $100,000 Nickel starred a 1913 V 
nickel, which was stolen when it was 
switched for a fake at a coin show. It 
was dropped into a newspaper vending 
machine to be hidden again. Darn. 
Numismatics News wrote an article in 
the 70s. 

Cowboys and Aliens. The whole 

movie is about gold. The aliens come 
to earth to steal our gold. In one 
flashback, the main character has just 
stolen a load of Liberty Half 
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Eagles when they "beam it up" along 
with him and his girlfriend. He finally 
finds a buried mining ship that the 
aliens are using to refine gold. 

Kojak in the 70s had an episode 

centering around the theft of rare coin. 
The first scene opens with the thief 
ripping off an ancient Greek or Roman 
coin. 

X-Men: First Class.  In this film, the 

coin is the real star. The movie starts 
out during WWII, and the first scene 
centers around a 2 Reichsmark silver 
coin. It appears often and plays a key 
role in the shocking finale. Sometimes 
the coin isn't real, but done with 
computer graphics, but it's done well. 
There's also a huge Nazi gold bar in 
one scene, with an explanation about 
how it was made. 

The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance.  
Lee Marvin dropped three Morgan 
dollars on the floor making that ding 
ding! distinct silver sound, and then he 
invited John Wayne to get himself a 
new steak in this western classic. 

Throw Momma From the Train.  This 

comedy stars Danny DeVito and Billy 
Crystal, two men who are out to 
murder the women who make their 
lives miserable. Larry (Crystal) is an 
author and writing coach whose ex-
wife is making big bucks off the book 
he wrote. One of Larry’s students, 
Owen (DeVito) offers to murder 
Larry’s ex-wife if, in exchange, Larry 
does away with Owen’s terrible mom. 
Larry doesn’t believe Owen is serious 
but soon learns his new friend wasn’t 
joking and has already done his part of 
the evil deed. Throughout the film, we 
acquaint ourselves with the primary 
players, including Larry, who has a 
coin collection filled with sentimental 
pieces that he acquired along the way. 

An American Tale. Fievel the mouse is 

rescued by a pigeon finding him 
floating in the bottle in NY harbor.  He 
flys the cute rodent to the Statue of 
Liberty to clean him up and provides 
him with a proof, or more likely a 

DMPL 1879 Morgan as a mirror to 
check himself out. 
    Anyone remember when Doc in 

Back to the Future III opened up a case 

and there were stacks of old US 
currency from every time period from 
the Civil War to 1955? Wouldn’t we 
improve our collections markedly by 
borrowing Doc’s DeLorean for just a 
day? 
     When the hobby of kings went to 
Hollywood, myriads of royal ships 
called sea pirates, but carriages and 
coaches called larger than life 
characters like Robin Hood and Billy 
the Kidd.  Many a movie scoundrel 
tried to steal bags of coins and bars of 
gold in stagecoach robberies that 
gripped our interest with the action, 
but as a young numismaticly inclined 
child, didn’t we hope to hear the clink 
of actual coins, calculate the weight of 
bars and decide if it was just a prop or 
if we could believe it was real?   

  

John R. Bremer 
3914 Scarborough Ct. - Clermont, FL, 34711 
352-242-0098  -  DadJrB@aol.com 

SEE TABLE 301-302 

All Sizes of US Currency 
& Military Payment 

Certificates  
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 12:00 Noon Visiting Dealer Admission 

12:00 Noon ANACS Submission Center 

Opens 

 12:00 Noon Sight White Certification  

 Limit 10 coins  

 2:00pm Sight White Certification  

 Closes  

 7:00pm Show Closes to Dealers  

Friday  November 16 

 9:00am Dealer Entry  

 10:00am Open to Public 

 10:00am  Sight White Certification  

 Limit 10 coins  

 12:00 Noon Sight White Certification  

 Closes  

 6:00pm Show Closes to Public  

 6:30pm Show Closes to Dealers   

 Saturday November17 

 9:00am Dealer Entry  

 10:00am Open to Public 

 10:00am  Sight White Certification  

 Limit 10 coins  

 12:00 Noon Sight White Certification  

 Closes  

 6:00pm Show Closes to Public  

 6:30pm Show Closes to Dealers  

Sunday November18 

 9:00am Dealer Entry  

 10:00am Open to Public 

 1:30pm ANACS Submission Center Closes 

 4:00pm Show Closes to Public  

 7:00pm Show Closes to Dealers  

 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

TUDOR COINS 

Eddie Tudor 
2006 Southern Blvd SE #103 

Rio Rancho, NM  87124 

(505) 280-4630 

SEE TABLE  #1004 

US & WORLD 

COINS & CURRENCY 

GOLD - SILVER 

TOKENS—MEDALS 
KNOWLEDGE 

INTEGRITY 

PERSONAL SERVICE 

  

BUY - SELL - TRADE 
US & World Coins 
Estate Appraisals 

FREE Price List 
Come Visit Us  - Call For Appt 

Excelsior Coin Gallery 
John Christensen - David Christensen 

2710 Arden Way - Sacramento, CA 
95825 - (916)-487-2673  

ExcelsiorCoinGallery@gmail.com 
ExcelsiorCoinGallery.com 

SEE TABLE #1200 
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 DEALER DIRECTORY 

1794 Enterprises 111 

N A C S A 

Ainsworth, Richard 802 

AJB Currency 300 

Alamo Antique Currency 401 

Alex & Son 1204 

Alhambra Coin Center 501, 502 

All About Coins 404 

All Valley Coin & Jewelry 120 

Ancient and US Coins 204 

Ankerman, Walt 703 

Archangel Coin 1304 

Argent Group, The 600 

Armen Molian Rare Coins 1202, 1203 

Arnold Coin Exchange 306 

Arrowhead Coin & Jewelry 504 

B W Coin 701 

Bear Country Coins 704 

Beymer, Jack 200 

Black Eagle Coin & Currency 905 

Bruce Braga Rare Coins 805 

Byrd, Ken 1101 

C H Coins 114 

CalJohn 66 Silver 1105 

Coin Buyer 124 

Coin Buyer Supplies 125, 126 

Collectible Coin & Currency 1003 

Comnick's Coins 804 

Customized Numismatic 

Portfolios 803 

D E I Rare Coins 605 

D E I  Fine Jewelry 605, 606 

Dave's DCW 137 

Del Rosa Stamp & Coin 101 - 103 

DH Ketterling 604 

DJ's Coins 405 

Duke Of Fremont Street 115 

Eagle Eye 506 

Emporium Coin & Currency 1100 

Errors & More 206 

Excelsior Coin Gallery 1200 

Eye Appealing Coins 1300 

Faraone, Mike 1303 

Forbis Numismatics 1005 

Foster, Coleman 702 

Fragner & Fragner 800 

Gallegus Coin 107 

GoldNuggetsForSale.com 806 

Granata, Chris 807 

Green, Robert 902 

H N R 109 

Hart Rare Coins 112 

Heritage Auctions 135 

Herrman, Kurt 203 

In God We Trust 122,123 

J M S Coins 405 

Jim Coad Rare Coins 900 

Johnson, William 406 

L V G Collectibles 706 

Las Vegas Coin Company 707 

Las Vegas Numismatic Society LOBBY 
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 DEALER DIRECTORY 

 

LeBoeuf, Dorian 110 

M & M Collectibles 120 

Magnus, Walter 201 

Marathon Ltd 202, 203 

McCormick, Chick 1102 

McIntosh Collectibles 138 

McKinn's Coins 1002 

Michael's Coin Exchange  

Micky's Currency 105 

Mike Bianco Rare Coins 901 

Mint & Print 701 

National Silver Dollar 

Roundtable 
 

Northern Nevada Coin 700 

Numismatic Financial Group 400 

Original US Coins 205 

Pahrump Coin Shop 104 

Penny Lady, The 505 

Pieropan Numismatics 503 

Powell, Ed 904 

Prospector's Gold and Gems 136 

Pugh, Glen 113 

RAM Rare Coins 305 

Rare Coin Investments 1301 

Renton Coin Shop 802 

Rhodes Investments 402 

Rockin Coins 1105 

Royalty Coins Inc 603 

Santee Coins 1000, 1001 

Schinke, Glen 601 

Schwartz, Mark 902 

Sergio Sanchez Coins  and 400 

Shelby Coin 1201 

Sierra Gold & Coin 

129, 128, 

127 

Sierra Gold & Coin 131, 130 

Something Old Something New 1104 

Stacks Bowers Currency 801 

Stacks Bowers Galleries 801 

Stagg, David III 106 

Standley, Leonard 1103 

Tangible Investments 500 

Texas Estate Brokers 602 

Tudor Coins 1004 

Unique Coins 903 

US Classics 300 

US Stamp Shop 303 

Uzelac, Robert 114 

Valley Coin 403 

Waddell, Justin 404 

West Coast Coins 1205, 1305 

Wrights Coin 206 

XYZ Coins 1302 

Yarbrough, John 304 

NEW 

DATE! 

NEW 

VENUE! 
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Armando’s Del Rosa 
Stamp, Coin & Collectibles 
Armando Nieto- 1430 E. Highland 
Ave - San Bernardino, CA 92404  
909)-882-7280 -  (909)-213-9025  
dracula3110@gmail.com 

SEE TABLE 101-103 

We Have It All 

BUY - SELL 
Stamps 
Coins 
Gold & Silver 
Proof Sets 
Coin Jewelry 
Appraisals 

 

All About Coins INC 
Bob Campbell, Numismatist 
1123 East 2100 South - Salt Lake City, 
UT 84106 - (801)-467-8636 
info@allaboutcoins.com 
AllAboutCoins.com  

SEE TABLE #404 

We Appraise 
& Consign 
US Coins & Currency 
Utah Trade Tokens 
Ancient Coins 
World Coins & Currency 
Handheld Collectibles 
Rocks Gem & Minerals 
Gold Nuggets 

BUY-SELL-TRADE 
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Michael Greenwood  - 1377 E. Florence Blvd 
Ste. #151-77- Casa Grande, AZ 85122  
(206) 931-4639 - OriginalUSCoins.com 

OriginalUSCoins@earthlink.net  

SEE US AT TABLE #205 

 Amazing Online Store  - Active Coin Blog 

 

Originality 
Eye Appeal 

Value 

 

  

Susanne Watts 
P. O. Box 3898  - San Dimas, CA  91773 
909-720-9268 - bwwatts@roadrunner.com 
Ebay: classiccash4u  

SEE TABLE 300 

U.S. Type 
Notes 

Military 
Payment 

Certificates 
Fractional          

Currency 
PMG & 

PCGS    
Graded 

Notes 
Confederate      

Currency 
Obsolete           

Currency 
Foreign             

Currency 

US Classics 

Currency for EVERY Collector! 

We have 100’s of 
choices, whether 
you want raw or 
graded notes!!! 
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Franklin’s 
Turkey 

 

Here I go again picking on the poor 

Bald Eagle.  You know I really do like 

birds.  When I had my Coin and 

Antique shop back in New Jersey 

during the 1970s, I had an African Grey 

Parrot that I kept in the store.  He was a 

big hit with the customers, but 

unfortunately he liked to chew up my 

books when I would let him out of his 

cage.  I still have some old red books 

that the corners are all pecked up.  

Anyway, you know another famous 

American, besides myself of course, 

didn’t think to much of the bald eagle, 

and that was Benjamin Franklin.  In a 

letter to his daughter, he said, “ the bald 

eagle is a bird of BAD moral character.  

He does not earn his living honestly and 

he is to lazy to fish for himself.  Instead 

while he is perched in a tree he watches 

the labour of hawks and other birds 

then swoops down and steals the prey.”  

Now I wonder if old Ben was talking 

about eagles or present day politicians.  

Hard to tell.  Anyway, Franklin 

preferred the Turkey for the National 

bird saying it was more respectable, a 

true native American.  Native 

Americans, OMG, look what we did to 

them !  And speaking of Native 

Americans, let's talk about the 

American Bison.  There is another good 

example.  A magnificent animal, perfect 

for displaying their heads on hunting 

lodge walls.  So they hunted them 

almost to extinction.   Hey, this was 

supposed to be about birds you dummy.  

Ok, back to Franklin.  You know the 

idea that Franklin proposed the turkey 

as the National bird is just a myth.  

When Franklin was appointed by the 

Continental Congress to help create a 

symbolic National Seal which could be 

used to authenticate documents and 

treaties, he did not use the Turkey or 

the bald eagle.  Instead he proposed a 

Biblical scene of Moses and the Pharaoh 

at the parting of the Red Sea.  It took 6 

years and 3 different Congressional 

Committees to come up with a design. 

So even back in the early days of the 

Country, Congress couldn’t get a simple 

task done in a timely manner.  Finally, a 

relatively unknown gentleman named 

Charles Thomson came up with a 

suitable design, and yes it had an Eagle 

on it. So there you have it.  Good thing 

the Eagle won out  because I don't think 

I would like the taste of Eagle for my 

Thanksgiving dinner.  
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